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OPINIONS. . ix 

Madras, 
SIVOHAM. 19-9-29- 

The book " Svapnalabdha Advaitabotha " or 
a Sanatana Geetas" which you kindly handed over to me 
was -carefully gone through and in my opinion it" is got 
up well, to suit the present situation. 

The Philosophical thoughts expressed therein are all 
based on ancient Sastras and it is a very good exposition 
of the personal experience of Vdevotee. 

I bestow my hearty, blessings on the Bhakta that 
exposed so many sacred philosophical ideas to save 
people who are ignorant of truth. 

(Sd.) VAMADEVASVAMY. 

Opinion favoured by Bralimasri M. ft* Ry. 
X. S. B*amaswami Sastri G-ariiV Professdr *tti" Ad vaita 

Vedanta, and Bistrict Sessioiis" Jttdge.^ 

Camp : NANDALQR, 
8929. 

* 1 have perused with great pleasure our revered 
Nimishakavi Venkayya gar's < Svapnalabdha Advaita- 
bodha. " I am glad to see that the earlier tiny brochure 
has now become a big book. Such a breaking of the 
bud into blossom is a desirable event. It adds to the 
world's store of beauty and charm anl fragrance. 

Mr. Venkayya is one of those 'happy and privileged 
souls, who are fortunate enough to realise the eternal 
in the present (^^(Wo^jfi^^l). He wears his weight 
of ye.irs lightly and knows" the precious truth of Sita 



x OPINIONS. 

Devi's message of experience f^lisi 






It Is well known that every day we dwell in three 
universeSj viz. the waking state and the dream state, and 
the state of deep sleep. Farther and acuter analysis, 
reduces each of these into three subdivided states. Each 
of these nine states has its speciality of " Anubhava " 
or experience. The soul is the witness of them all, and 
is separate from them all, and its glory knows no obscu- 
ration whatever ( 



In these states there are gradations of bliss, the men 
of virtue and devotion are privileged to see the wonders 
of the creation and to have revelations in dreams and 
to touch and kiss and enjoy the lotus feet of God in 
dream and sleep. He is the lucky and privileged man 
who carries out God's commandments in his waking 
state and establishes the kingdom of God upon the 
earth and increases the fund of altruism and love 
in this pain-shadowed and hate-shattered world 
who has visions of God in dreams and enjoys 
the kiss of God's feet in sleep But the rarest and most 
fortunate of all is he who, by the aid of Yoga on his 
put, and of grace (&&K^&+\ on the part of Iswara, 
rises into the Turia (fourth) sUte and has the bliss of 
Gcd, Consciousness (Kaivalya) as described by Sri 
Rama in the Muktikopmshad. 

(Sd.) K. S, RAMASWAMI SASTRI, 
District and Sessions Jvdge> 
CUDDAPAH. 



28.8.1929. 
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Review of Sriman Vidyabhusliana Vedantaratna, 
A. CJovindacharya Swamin. M. R. A . S. Etc. 
Mysore City, 2-9-1929. 

Veda Griham, Mysore. 
To 

SRIMAN NIMISHAKAVI VENKAYYA GARU, ETC, 
Dear Sir and Brother in God, 

Three days back I became wifeless and so have 
entered on Sanyasasrama de-facto but not de-jure yet- 
While ,n this condition, I had an extraordinary dream last 
night. I went to a certain locality where a tank appears 
above, and a stream flows f rom it. But this stream is 
dry Here I resolve to collect all Sankaracharya's 
works on Advaitx Philosophy; and Ramanujacharya's 
works on Visista-adv.nta Philosophy, incorporate and 
amalgamate them into a consistant whole (a fusion) and 
leave a consolidated philosophy useful for all posterity 
and generations to come, ami as a universal svstem of 
thought which shall include both East and West also 
into a whole. I rose in the morning and strange to say 
your book on "Swapnalabdha-Adwaita bodtu" w, s put 
into my hands by the post man (morning 2-9-1929 
dream Anight l-9-1929)-a reaction of the dream! 
justifying your experiences !!!. The dry stream again 



-apanna-jnana or 



xiv OPINIONS. 

I am busy writing a series of articles on Vedanta 
and Christian Parallels, for which purpose I was ex- 
tracting from Prof. J. S. Mackenzie's latest book 
Fundamental Problems of Life^ where you will find to 
your surprise another illustration of my dream (of last 
night) realized. I send you the copy of it, to be embodied 
in your book, as having a most forceful bearing upon the 
theme, and as my opinion; and in illustration too of 
what i had said to you already, viz; "not to commit the 
fatal mistake that the world is non-existant." How ? Your 
dreams and my dream show. If then there are indie \- 
tions of Reality in the Dream world itself, then apply the 
s ame logic to the working Universe, and the Sleeping 
Universe, and then find the whole reality in the Turiya 
or Samadhi or mystic Universe; all the other states 
than the Turiya giving us Parts (or partial) of Reality, 

Sri Sankaracharya's famous verse quoted bslow 
also comes to our help as elucidatory cf the topic 
under review : ~ 

a Satyapi bhed-apagame, Nadha Tav-aham na mama- 

kinas TV am 
Samndro-hi iarangah Kvacha na samudro na 

tarangah " 

Here -is M^ckeozie- 



Parmenides cm hardly be taken as an 

exception. In Indian philosophy, on the other hand, wh.it 

is ultimately real has usually been thought of rather as 
a bourdless wlole, and particular things that have 
name and form h.ive b^en thought of as relatively 



OPINIONS. xv 

Illusory. It is, however, easy to exaggerate this antithesis, 
It is true that Atomism arid Monadism and other types 
of Pluralism have playeda large part in the development 
of European science and philosophy, but they have 
seldom been allowed to flourish, without some degree 
of criticism and opposition; and though a good deal of 
this opposition is traceable to Oriental influences, no 
one can deny that our Europeon ways of thinking have 
been profoundly modified by it. On the other hand 
it is probable that we are apt to be unduly impressed 
by those aspects of Eastern sp2culation that are most 
remote from our own tendencies, and to forget that they 
also have had their critics and opponents,, The concep- 
tion of Reality as the Absolute or Brahm im and of the 
finite world as " M.iya " or " illusion, due simply to 
ignorance, " is apt to strika the Western mind as in- 

t 
credible or even absurd. We can only understand it in the 

modified form presented by F. H, Bradley, according t o 
which appearance his at least a certain degree of Reality 
and the ultimate Reality lives in its appearances, ard we 
may ba prone to ignore the fact that in India also there 
*s a modified foim of Monism, which can be much more 

easily understood by us. It has recently been maintained 

t 
* 

by a scholar of considerable repute that Maya does 

not properly mean ilmsion, but only a finitizing process, 

* 

t This has been well brought out by Lord RonalJshay in his 
very interestig book The Heart of Aryavarta*. 

J Sir John Wordroff. See his book 'The 'world as power, 
power of Mind.' There is ground for doubting however whether his 
view about this is quite correct. 



xvl OPINIONS, 

This view may be erroneous though it has received a 
certain amount of support, but at least it is undeniable 
that in India itself a modified form of Monism has 
found wide acceptance. The commentaries of Sankara 
in which the more extreme form of Monism is defended, 
have undoubtedly had a deep influence perhaps a more w 
extensive influence than an}' other philosophical system, 
but the modified Monism set forth by Ramanuja, and 
ably supported at the present time by the saintly 

* 
scholar A. Govindacharya of Mysore, according to 

which the conception of Maya is rejected altogether, 
appears to have affected recent Eastern thought-at least 
among trained dialecticians in a degree hardly less 
potent than the extreme doctrine of Sankarn himself. 
The essential difference is that Sankara thought of 
absolute reality as without qualities, and consequantly 
regarded all qualities as illusory, whereas Ramanuja 
considered, that absolute reality must irclude all quali- 
ties in a perfect unity and that the finite world must b^ 
thought of as a process towards perfection. It is easy to 
bring this into relation . io modern interpretations of 
Christianity, in which God the Father and God the Son 
appear to fall into the back ground, and the emphasis is 
bid rather on God the Holy Ghost, (*.*) on thenisus 
towards the Supreme value. The best representatives of 



* Reference may be made more particularly to hiV' "T//vTo/ 
^ and to his latest work '' A Metaphvsiqne of M ys i. 
rather than a P hi ^ophical thinker. 



OPINIONS, xvii 

Modern Chiistianity appear to be those who think of 
themselves in the well known phrase of H aim as the 
Knights of the Holy Ghost. In this way an appreciation 
has become possible, and easy, between Hinduism and 
Christianity, and there is nothing that could contribute 
more to the spiritual unity of the world than such an 
approximation. Thus there is a bridge between the 
more uncompromising tendencies of Eastern & Western 
speculation, which at least enables us to see the most 
hopeful opening for mutual understanding, and perhaps 
eventually for complete agreement in philosophical 
thought (p.p 236257) 

In these you will see a justification of your Bhakti 
blended with Jnana- 

A. GOV1NDACHARYA, 

Svamin. 

ff. B: The difference between the Visistadvaita 
and Advaita is very subtle as our revered and learned 
brother explains in the above review. We see rivers 
and streams, which enter into the Sea, at first in 
distinct channels formed by the current (in the Sea 
water even) retaining the color and sweetness as well 
to some extent, but in passing onwards they gradually 
lose the channels as also the color and taste and become 
entirely absorbed or united in Sea water. This natural 
fusion or final blending of waters (of streams into sea), 
I beliave, accounts for the subtle differences drawn in 
the two great philosophies of Sri Sankara and 
Ramanuja* 



xviii OPINIONS, 

The amalgamating of these two philosophies and of 
Christianity into one consolidated fusion, which our 
learned brother is now doing is certainly very praise- 
worthy and desirable as it brings both the East and 
West into one Universal system of thought, 

May God the Omnicient bless the author to 
complete the work soon. 

N. VENKAYYA. 
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